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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the news reception behavior of the public, 2) the current
political attitudes of the public, 3) the comparison of personal factors influencing the current political attitudes of
the public, and 4) the relationship between the news reception behavior and the current political attitudes of the
public in the Suratthani municipality. This was mixed-method research. For quantitative research, a simple random
sampling method was used to select a sample group of 400 residents living in the Suratthani municipality. The
guestionnaires were used for data collection. The statistics used for data analysis included frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, T-test, F-test, and LSD test, along with Pearson correlation analysis. For qualitative
research, in-depth interviews were conducted with key informants selected using purposive sampling from local
politicians, academics, media personnel, website and page administrators in the Suratthani municipality, and public
relations officers from the government sector, totaling 6 people: The content was analyzed using interpretation and
conclusion.

The study revealed that 1) the overall news reception behavior of the public in the Surat Thani municipality
was at the low level, ranked in descending order as follows: receiving political news from Sorrayuth Suthassanachinda
Morning News Show, Matichon Online website/ page/Twitter, Thai Post website/page/Twitter, and Haruthai
Muangboonsri/Haruthai Muangboonsri Fan Club. 2) The overall current political attitudes was at the high level,
ranked in descending order as follows: the ability to openly and creatively express opinions, critique, and criticize the
monarchy; the ability to openly express opinions, critique, and criticize politics; the election should use a single
ballot for both constituency and party-list MPs; and the Prime Minister was unnecessary to be elected if qualified
and appointed by a majority vote of the parliament. 3) Personal factors such as age, occupation, and education level
had a statistically significant impact on current political attitudes at the 0.05 level. Finally, 4) for the relationship
between the news reception behavior and current political attitudes, it was found that there was no statistically
significant relationship between the news reception behavior and current political attitudes of the public in the
Suratthani municipality at the 0.05 level. For the political news reception and political attitudes, the public adhered
to rationales and understood legal interpretation, legitimacy, and those who benefit or lose from political issues. It
was observed that currently, the perception of political opinions among the public was more open. The public could
monitor government actions through various media that met their needs. Therefore, the government needed to use
media to present beneficial information to the public, reducing the presentation of differing opinions to avoid

division, fostering good awareness, and primarily understanding the common good.

Keywords: news reception behavior, political communication, political attitude
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