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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine 1) the legal issues in classifying newly
admitted felony prisoners in Thailand, 2) the theories concerning offender rehabilitation and
safeguarding convicted prisoners’ rights, 3) the strategies for classifying newly admitted
convicted prisoners in accordance with Thai and international legal frameworks, and 4) to
propose guidelines for enhancing the classification process for newly admitted felony
prisoners in Thailand. The study employed a qualitative approach, examining laws, books,
textbooks, academic articles, and court judgments. The data were analyzed and synthesized
through descriptive methods.

The findings revealed that 1) Corrections Act B.E. 2560, Section 40, and its
accompanying Ministerial Regulations Governing the Rights of Convicted Prisoners and
Conditions for Those Granted Sentence Reductions or Suspensions and Release, B.E. 2562,
Section 3 establish six classes for convicted prisoners: (1) Excellent, (2) Very Good, (3) Good,
(4) Moderate, (5) Improvement Required, and (6) Significant Improvement Required.
According to Ministerial Regulations, the newly admitted prisoners convicted of felonies,

such as sexual offenses, crimes resulting in bodily harm, or major drug offenses carrying a
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final prison sentence of 30 years or more are classified under the class of Requiring
Significant Improvement. This uniform classification system, devoid of any consideration of
individual histories, significantly affects the rights of convicted prisoners to advance in class
status. 2) The theory of offender rehabilitation aims to reform the behavior of offenders.
Its principles are rooted in understanding the underlying causes of criminal behavior
through analyzing relevant information. This theory advocates for classifying offenders into
suitable rehabilitation programs based on the nature of their crimes. 3) The process of
classifying prisoners according to The Mandela Rules, Article 51, explicitly mandates
correctional services to consider criminal records and legal grounds for prison sentences.
Similarly, in the United States, the California Code, Section 3375, requires the History
Verification Center under the Department of Corrections to establish an individual prisoner
examination system. This system systematically assesses the scores of newly admitted
convicted prisoners for classification purposes, ensuring prisoners are categorized based on
evaluation outcomes. Lastly, 4) the researcher recommends amending the Ministerial
Regulations Governing the Rights of Convicted Prisoners and Conditions for Those Granted
Sentence Reductions or Suspensions and Release, B.E. 2562, Section 3. The proposal is to
adopt the individual prisoner examination system for classifying newly admitted convicted
prisoners. This system would involve evaluating prisoners’ scores by the History Verification

Center, following the model currently implemented in California, USA.
Keywords: convicted prisoner, felony prisoner, classification of convicted prisoner
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