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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to examine 1) public perspectives on the involvement of
women in political positions; 2) attitudes towards the impact of local female politicians’ image on
voting decisions; and 3) potential strategies for enhancing the vote- affecting political roles and image
of women politicians. The study employed a mixed methods approach. The research samples were
selected using the simple random sampling method from a population of 396 citizens who possessed
voting rights in Chaiya District. The quantitative data was collected using a questionnaire with a reliability
coefficient of 0.957 and was analyzed using descriptive statistics, which included measures such as
percentages, means, and standard deviations. The qualitative data was collected through the utilization
of purposive sampling method, employing an in-depth interview approach. The samples consisted of
10 individuals, comprising residents, local politicians, and individuals involved in local politics, all
possessing voting rights. The data was interpreted and subsequently summarized.

The findings of the study revealed that 1) there existed a substantial degree of perspectives
pertaining to the participation of women in political roles at large, ranking in descending order as follows:
leadership and constructive development, ‘coordination, transparency, and administration; 2) opinions
regarding the influence of local women politicians’ image on voting decisions were generally high, both
overall and in each specific aspect ranking in descending order as follows: personality, human
relationships, work conducted within ethical boundaries, and work/ administration; and 3) the study
identified several ways to enhance the political roles and image of women politicians, which included
maintaining a sood and elegant appearance, being trustworthy, open-minded, courageous enough to
initiate change, transparent, providing opportunities for public input, fostering collaboration, and
conducting regular inspections. Furthermore, one advantage possessed by women was their gentleness,
which could be utilized to enhance their image, making it more approachable and fostering a sense of
familiarity with people.

Keywords : Image of Politicians, Women Politicians, Voting Decisions
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