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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to investigate the general conditions of farmers in Hua
Sai, Nakhon Si Thammarat, 2) to analyze the assets, costs, and returns associated with beef cattle
farming, and 3) to compare the costs and returns of raising cows for breeding and selling offspring with
raising beef cattle for fattening for investment purposes. This study employed qualitative research
methods incorporating statistical analyses such as percentages and financial ratios. The purposive
sampling was conducted using 29 community enterprises registered for beef cattle farming with the
Hua Sai District Agriculture Office. The data were collected through structured in-depth interviews with
a reliability index of 1.00.
The findings revealed that 1) regarding the general conditions of beef cattle farmers, it was found that
75 per cent of farmers were male of age between 51-60 years, and 55.17 per cent were primarily
engaged in farming and gardening. 2) In the case of assets, most farmers preferred the first type of
raising beef cattle for breeding, particularly cows to produce offspring. The average production cost per
head for this type of cattle raising was 44,691.38 Baht with a return of approximately 32,000 Baht per
head from female calf sales. Meanwhile, the second type of raising beef cattle for fattening
had an average production cost of 59,907.23 Baht per head and an average return of 52,080.00 Baht
per head from fattening male beef cattle. Lastly, 3) concerning
the comparison of costs and returns, raising beef cattle for fattening demonstrated a higher monthly
business profit when compared to raising cows for breeding and offspring sales. The research also
identified key challenges, including price suppression by middlemen and the absence of clear income

and expenditure records among cattle farmers causing a lack of continuous investment planning.

Keywords: beef cattle, production costs, returns
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