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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to explore the concepts and theories regarding the source of
the administrators in Thailand’s special form of local government administration, 2) to review the laws
regarding the source of the administrators in the special form of local government administration in other
countries and Thailand, and 3) to suggest solutions to solve problems regarding the source of the
administrators in Thailand’ s special form of local government administration. This is a qualitative study that
relies mainly on documentary research. The data collected were analyzed and compiled using descriptive
analysis techniques in order to derive solutions aimed at addressing the source of the administrators in
Thailand’s special form of local government administration.

It is found that 1) the source of the administrators in the special form of local government
administration in liberal democracy countries mainly comes from three methods which are the people’s
election, the appointment, and the employment of professional administrators. 2) The Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration Act, B.E. 2528 and the Pattaya City Administration Act, B.E. 2542 mandate that
Thailand have special form of local administration in two cities, Bangkok and Pattaya, in which their
administrators come from the election of the people. The Section 252 in the Constitution of the Kingdom
of Thailand, B.E. 2560, states that “Members of a local assembly shall be elected. Local administrators
shall be elected or installed by the approval of ajlocal assembly, or in the case of the special form of
local government administration, it may be by any other means provided that due regard shall also be
had to public participation, as provided by law...”. This statement may be exploited by certain groups of
people to seek illegal benefits, especially those who have state government power. Such case is considered
democratic illegitimacy through the piece of law resulting from promulgation of the law which is against
sociological jurisprudence’s notion that aims to enact laws for the benefits of the people. Lastly, 3) the

«

solutions to the problems are that Section 252 should be revised by changing from “..., may be by any
other means,...” to “shall be elected only”. The phrase “...one and indivisible Kingdom” that appears in
Section 1 in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560 should also be elaborated that the
one and indivisible Kingdom supports self-covernment and encourages decentralization. In addition, an
article should be added into the Constitution, stating that people have their rights to hold a referendum

on designing their own local administration structure.

Keywords : Source of Administrator in the Special form of Local Government Administration, Special form

of Local Government Administration, Sociological Jurisprudence, Democratic Legitimacy
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