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Abstract

The objectives of this study encompassed two main aspects: 1) to examine the criteria for the
payment of court fees in administrative cases as outlined in the Act on Establishment of Administrative
Courts and Administrative Court Procedure, B.E. 2542 (1999), 2) to analyze previous judgments rendered
by the Administrative Court regarding the payment of court fees in accordance with the aforementioned
Act. This study employed a qualitative approach, utilizing various sources such as legal documents,
theses, articles from scholarly or legal journals, seminar handouts, statistics, and information obtained
from both Thai and foreign websites, with the focus on exploring the different measures associated with
the payment of court fees in administrative cases.

The research findings indicated that 1) there were distinct criteria for payment of court fees in
civil lawsuits and administrative lawsuits. In the context of civil proceedings, it was customary for litigants
to bear the burden of court fees unless a specific provision existed for exemption from such fees. The
inclusion of court fees in civil lawsuits could be attributed to several factors. One was the complex nature
of civil proceedings, which involved multiple steps and-entailed various expenses related to court
administration and operations. However, in the case of administrative lawsuits, plaintiffs were exempt
from paying court fees, except in situations specified in Section 9, Paragraph 1 (3) or (4) of the Act on
Establishment of Administrative Courts and Administrative Court Procedure, B.E. 2542 (1999). These
situations included disputes related to violations and-other criminal acts committed by administrative
organizations or government officials in the exercise-of-their legal authority, as well as cases involving
non-compliance with legal obligations, delayed operations, or disputes arising from administrative
contracts. In such cases, plaintiffs were required to pay the court fees as stipulated in Section 45,
Paragraph 4, of the Act on Establishment of Administrative Courts and Administrative Court Procedure, B.E.
2542 (1999);, 2) the previous rulings of the Administrative Court regarding the payment of court fees
included procedures for filing complaints in order to ensure compliance with the decisions made by the
arbitrators in both the Civil Court and the Administrative Court, based on the principle of equality. The
criteria regarding court fees for submitting complaints with the Administrative ‘Court should have been
explicitly stated in order to ensure compliance with the decisions made by arbitrators. Therefore, the
present study suggested the amendment of Section 45 in Paragraph 4 of the Act on Establishment of
Administrative Courts and Administrative Court Procedure, B.E. 2542 (1999). This section stated that “court
fees were not required for filing lawsuits, except in cases where the lawsuit pertained to an order to pay
money or assets, as specified in Section 9 of Paragraph 1 (3) or (4). In such cases, the court fee must be
paid according to the capital rate outlined in Table 1 of the Civil Procedure Code, specifically for cases
that seek relief from suffering that could be quantified in monetary terms”. It was recommended that the
aforementioned statement be appended to the conclusion of the corresponding section that “stipulating
the submission of a petition to the court to enforce or annul the arbitrators' decisions in cases where
relief from suffering was sought and such relief could be quantified in monetary terms. Additionally, the
court fees should be paid in accordance with the prescribed capital rate as outlined in Item (1) (¥) of the

same table”.
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